MURDER OF IT. D. KHAN
come seeking your head, get ready by the pleasure of Allah/'
Immediately on listening to this call, Husayn Dost Khan drew
out his dagger and ran on him. While he caught 2Lshur Beg, the
Rajput thrust his dagger from one side and laid open his flank.
The prisoner rolled on the ground with a loud noise. Immedia-
tely Ashur Beg wounded him with the dagger and cut off his
head with a sharp poniard. Thus he m irked his face with
the blood and became notorious as the murderer.
When the head was brought before Manaji Rao he
entrusted it to a camel-rider with the command to carry
it to Hazrat-i-Ala. The camel-rider excused himself saying,
"How could I take it without its being bound in a towel,"
One of the faqlrs who used to stay with the army, gave his
towel and the camel-rider placed the head on It. As soon
as he carried it off another faqlr addressed thus "O thou
the Generous! your head, dead or alive, is ever held high/' The
camel-rider took the head to the fort, while Manaji Rao with
his army turned his face towards Tanjore. In brief, Ihe head
was hung at the gate of the fort according to the command of
Hazrat-i-Acla. Then they took it to Karachurl Nancl Raj and
Murari Rao, The pirs of the Imamiyya sect furnished and
shrouded the body in a fitting manner and in accordance with the
manner of the shihs, and temporarily interred it in the dargah
of Hazrat Natthar Wall (may Allah purify his resting place)
till the head, which was sent by Nantf Raj as far as Delhi, was
brought back. On its arrival they opened the grave and the
coffin but did not find any trace of the body. So, being help-
less they buried the head without the body. Wise men untie
the knot of this secret by means of the nail of conjecture. That
is; since he had love for the family of the Prophet of Allah
(may Allah's peace be on him) and since an unbeliever made
him a martyr by means of his deceitful sword it was no wonder
that his body had migrated in conformity with the beliefs oi
the Imfrniyya sect. It was probable that his head also might
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